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at the same time, she turns ito Eteocles, putting
her hand upon his breast, to check his impetuous
rush forward.
" Black choler filled his breast that boiled with ire,
And from his eye-balls flashed the living fire."
These lines 1 repeated often to myself, when
modelling the figure of Eteocles. Jocasta is richly
attired, with a diadem on her head, and her veil
falling back in graceful folds : her whole character
is queen-like, and in her tribulation dignified; her
soul is harassed by the conduct of Eteocles. I
must confess that I am proud of this basso-relievo.
Years ago Marshal Marmont visited Rome, and
he did me the honour to come to my studio.
After shewing him all my works, with which he
seemed much pleased, I accompanied him to the
small room where my basso-relievo of Eteocles
and Polynices was; he looked a considerable time
at it, and said, "This is the finest of all your
works"; and he continued to dwell upon it. I
have never had an order to execute this model in
marble, subjects of grandeur and heroic energy
seldom attract the notice of the public. ;
Subjects of beauty and grace are those which
attract the most attention, the rich purchase such
for their dwellings. I never could approve of
obscure subjects for jx^arble, which require the
sculptor's own explanation; such are most of the
subjects drawn from modern poetry and novels.